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 President’s Message:

 First of all, I would like to thank everyone of my Chapter Compatriots 
for making 2023 a wonderful, productive year. We made many contacts and 
did many events. This year is shaping up to be even busier than the last. We 
already have done a few events, some good some sad with the passing of
Compatriots, Bob Brent and Richard Spencer. They will be very missed!
We have many school programs lined up and ready to go, but like I always
say we need everyone to step up and help out wherever you can or needed.
whatever your talent is or what your interest is, we need you!!  There is 
always something to do. 

 We are already in the process of getting the Kentucky Riflemen pins
made. I feel like this is going to go well as I have already had quite a 
few compatriots asking about them. The Drum and Fife pins were a 
huge success with all the pins sold out!  We also have a GIS Blanket
raffle happening at the moment. Steve Caudill of Daniel Boone of
Kentucky LLC. has graciously donated a wonderful wool blanket
for us to raffle so we can raise money for youth awards program. 
This blanket is 100% wool it is a 5.1 lb limited edition first run. It 
will make a wonderful Christmas gift for your loved one or for
yourself!  Tickets are $5.00  



Proclamation
 By:  Shelby County Judge Executive 

Dan Ison

 Shelby Co. Judge Executive, Dan Ison Honored the GIS Chapter
with a Proclamation making April 30th  2024, Sons of the 

American Revolution Day
 

Your paragraph text



 Events
 2024

 GISSAR Chapter Meeting
Location: Middletown United Methodist Church

11804 Shelbyville Rd. Middletown, KY.
 Time: 7:00pm

 Martin’s Station
Location: Wilderness Road State Park, Ewing, VA

Time: TBD

 May

 16th

 11th

 18th

 Siege at Logan’s station School Day
Location: Martin Luther King St. Stanford, KY

Time: 10:00am to noon (muster 9:00am)

 17th

 Logan’s Station School Day
Location: Martin Luther Kind St. Stanford, KY

Time: TBD

 18th  Honor Flight Bluegrass
Location: Bluegrass Airport, Lexington, KY

Time: 9:00pm (muster 8:00pm)

 Honor Flight Bluegrass
Location: Louisville Airport, Louisville KY

Time: TBD (muster TBD)

 21st

 22th  Run for The Wall
Location: Robley Rex VA Medical Center

800 Zorn Ave. Louisville, KY
Time: 7:30 am to 10:30 am



 Events

 25th  George Rogers Clark Memorial Service (National SAR event)
Location: 401 S 2nd Street, Vincennes, IN

Time: 10:00am 

 26th  Memorial Day Service 
Location: Veterans Park, 10707 Taylorsville, Rd.

Jeffersontown, KY 
Time: 6:00pm (muster 5:30pm)

 27th  Memorial Day Service
Location: Zachary Taylor National Cemetery

Louisville, KY
Time: 2:00pm (muster at 1:00pm)

 1st

 June
 Kentucky History Day

 Location: Old State Capital,  300 W.  Broadway , Frankfort, KY
Time: 10:00am to 5:00pm  ( setup at 8:00am)

 2nd  John Smoot GM
Location: Shively/smoot Cemetery 4107 Dixie Highway Shively KY

Time: 3:00pm (muster at 2:00pm)

 9th
 Flag Day Color Guard & Flag Presentation  (Tentative)

Location; Little Hunting Creek, 9200 US-42 Prospect, KY
Time: 6:00pm (muster at 5:00PM)



 14th  Flag Day Color Guard Presentation 
Cowley Park,8028 Westover Drive, Prospect, KY

Time: 11:00am (muster at 10:00am)

 20th  GISSAR Chapter Meeting
Location: Middletown United Methodist Church

11902 Old Shelbyville Rd, Middletown KY
Time: 7:00pm

 26th  Fife & Drum  mini Parade
Location: Blackacre Farm, 3200 Tucker Station Road, Louisville KY

Time: 10:00am ( muster at 9:30am)

 29th  Heroes for Humanity & Independence Day Parade
Location: Muster at Shelby County Board of Education

1155 Main St, Shelbyville KY
Time: 10:00am (muster at 9:00am)

 29th  Shelby County 250th Kickoff Event
Location: Shelbyville KY

Time: 9:00am- 2:00pm



 Liberty Tree Blankets
 Governor Isaac Shelby Chapter

250th Commemorative
Revolutionary War Blanket

Raffle
 100% Woolen Blanket 5.1lb Limited First

Edition 62" wide by 88" Long
 Each blanket has its own serial number

 Exact replica of one that resides in the Museum of the 
Fur Traders Collection in Chadron, Nebraska

 a Great Gift for the Frontiersman or Frontierswoman in you!!!

 $5.00 a chance 

 Each Blanket sells for $250.00

 Proceeds go to the Governor Isaac Shelby Chapter
Youth Awards Program

 Contact John Doss for more information
jaydoss410@gmail.com

 The Raffle will be held December 7th 2024
you don’t have to be present to win

 If you wish to purchase one of these lovely
Blankets out right, contact:

Steven Caudill of Kentucky LLC.
859-808-1274



 Music in the American Revolution
(Chester)

 By: Scott Giltner

 The second most popular son in the American colonies during the American Revolution
was Chester (the most popular song being Yankee Doodle).  One explanation the
popularity of the song during the revolution is its strong religious convictions which
aligned with the American view of the revolution as being a crusade. Although Chester
was extremely popular  during the American Revolution, today few people outside the
18tg century re-enacting community are familiar with the song.

The Word “Chester” is from the old English and Latin words for “military camp”. It
was arbitrarily selected as the name for the song as at that time it was a common  
practice to name tunes after a place that had nothing to do with the theme or the
lyrics of the song. The disconnect between the name and the message of the song was
intentional as this would allow the tune to be used with different lyrics which was a
common practice in music at that time. 

 Chester was written  by William Billings in 1770 and was published in his songbook
entitled “The New-England Psalm- Singer”. This songbook was the first book of songs
completely composed in America. Chester quickly became known as the “anthem” of the
American opposition to British policies in North America.

William Billing, a Boston native, was Americas first choral composer. For the most part
he was a self-taught musician, song writer, and composer. At the age of 24 he issued his
first songbook, the aforementioned “The New-England Psalm Singer”. Billings was a
very popular song writer having published six songbooks during his lifetime.
Unfortunately, his style of music eventually went out of favor. Due to the copyright
laws of the time, he was unable to financially capitalize on the popularity of his music.
He died in poverty at the age of 53 and was buried in an unmarked grave in Boston.
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 Chester was the first truly patriotic song with both the tune and lyrics written by an
American in the American colonies. The original lyrics for Chester consisted of only
two stanzas which were very similar to the Psalms in both form and content. The
original 1770 lyrics also applied common Puritan themes to trust God and God’s
protection of the righteous against any foe. This may have contributed to its initial
popularity in Puritan New England after which it spread to the other colonies. 

 Original 1770 lyrics: 

 Let the tyrants shake their iron rod,
And Slav’ry clank her galling chains,
We fear them not, we trust in Gog,
New England’s God forever reigns.

What grateful  off’ring shall we bring?
What shall we render to the Lord?

Lord Halleluiahs let us Sing,
And praise his name on ev’ry Chord.

 In 1778 Billings revised the song and published it in his songbook :The Singing Master’s
Assistant”. The revised Chester of five stanzas whish bore a stronger patriotic message
than the original. It is the 1778 version that is best known by those familiar with the
song today.

 The three stanzas added in 1778 were inserted between the original first and last
stanzas of the 1770 version. By this time the American Revolution was in full force
which is reflected by the references to battles and victory in the inserted stanzas. 

 1778 Lyrics:

 Let tyrants shake their iron rod,
And Slav’ry clank her galling chains,
We fear them not , we trust in Gog,
New England’s God forever reigns.

 Explanation:

 (Iron rods are representative of a strict
ruler while galling chains are the humiliating 
bounds of slavery. Both are used here as symbols 
of intimidation by the British. It is then stated
the Americans are to trust in God as under his

protection they will be victorious).
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 1778 Lyrics:

 Howe  and Burgoyne and Clinton too,
With Prescot and Cornwallis join’d,
Together plot our Overthrow,
In one infernal league combin’d.

 Explanation:

 ( By 1778 when these lyrics were published
the Americans had achieved victories at 

the Siege of Boston, Montreal, Saratoga,
and Princeton. Each of the British
generals named in this stanza was in

command for one or more of these battles.
These victories are attributed to the

virtue of the American Cause).

 When God  inspir’d us for fight,
Their ranks were broke, their lines were forc’d

Their ships were Shatter’d in our sight,
Or swiftly driven from our Coast.

 (Reminiscent of the Isrealites in the 
Old Testament, God has provided the 
Americans with victories due to their 

faithfulness. confronted with such
a divinely led force the only options

for the British are to flee or face 
destruction.)

 The Foe comes on with haughty Stride,
Our troops advance with martial noise,
Their Vet’rans flee before our Youth,
And Gen’rals yield to beardless Boys.

 (The term  “Haughty Stride” is applied
to the foe (British) as an indication of

the sense of superiority the British feel
they have over the Americans. The “Martial

noise” of the Americans is a reference to their
commitment to the cause and faith in victory.
The dedication and faith of the inexperienced 

Americans troops is what leads them to
victory over the experienced veterans of the 

British forces.)

 What grateful Off’ring shall we bring?
What shall we render to the Lord?

Lord Halleluiahs let us sing,
And praise his name on ev’ry Chord.

 ( In a lyrical style similar to a Psalm, the 
Americans proclaim their gratitude for

God’s intervention and ask how can they 
show sufficient gratitude for His blessing.

The lyrics end with Proclamations that
the Americans should be in continual 

thanksgiving and praise of God.) 



After the American Revolution the song became the de facto national Anthem
and remained that wat for many years. Eventually Chester slipped away from
public consciousness and for the most part was forgotten with the passage of time.
The music of Billings, and more specifically Chester, were rediscovered by the
public in 1956 when American composer William Schumann wrote his “New England
Triptych” based on the works of Billings. The Third part of this triptych is Chester.

Schumann wrote in the preface to his New England Triptych that “the
Works of this Dynamic composer (Billings)  capture the spirit of sinewy
ruggedness, deep religiosity
and patriotic fervor that we associate with the Revolutionary period”.

Although the popularity of Chester has not risen to the same level it experienced 
during the American Revolution, it has become well ingrained in the awareness of
18th century re-enactors, historians and students of early American music. Therefore,
its place in history as a uniquely American patriotic song is firmly established.

 1. Billings, William, The New England Psalm-Singer, 
Boston, New-England: Printed by Edes and Gill 1770, 
page 91                                                                                                

 2. Cowen , Mimi, “From Puritan to Patriot: John
Adams and William Billings’  ;Chester”,          

     www.werehistory.org,2015                                            
 3. Billings, William, The Singing Masters Assistant, 
Boston, Massachusetts: Drafer and Folsom, 1778, page
12.                                                                                                    

 4. Schuman, William, New-England Triptych, Three 
Pieces from Orchestra after William Billings, Music
Score, New York Philharmonic Digital Archives,     
(ID 3290), 1956                                                                               
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 Rifle Safety

 I just wanted to take time  to thank all the Kentucky Society Riflemen for        
coming out on your own time to participate in the rifle training. As you know     
training, and most of all, safety is extremely important.

 Not long ago a North Carolina Society Chapter had an incident in which someone
joined the rifle squad, unchecked, and fired their ramrod out of their weapon       
during the rifle salute. the ramrod hit a person and thankfully that person          
wasn’t hurt. Another bit of bad news is that the person that fired their weapon    
wasn’t even an SAR member! Gentlemen we cannot let this sort of thing happen   
here in Kentucky or anywhere.                                                                                                     

 When you do a walk through, look at the compatriot in front of you and in back
of you. In most cases this is going to be how you will line up. it should also be
the color guard commanders job as well to take notice of any person or persons
that didn’t do the safety inspection and the walk through. If you notice anything
that seems wrong at all.. please  call it out. Its better to stop the ceremony for
a few minutes than have something bad happen. Some of you already know this
from the rifle training classes. So Please use good judgement.                                                 

 Remember safety first!!!

 John Doss:
KYSSAR Safety Officer



Kentucky Society spring Meeting

 Kentucky society
President, Steve McCain

 The swearing in of the new
officers

 Compatriot Scott

Giltner recieves a

certificate 

Charlie Scott receives theGold Roger Sherman medalGREAT  JOB  CHARLIE 

 John Doss is Honored with the
Color Guardsman of the Year

Award  Color Guard Training Certificates
Huzzah!!!!

  Pictures Taken By Marika Wesolosky
&  John Doss



 Color Guard for the Kentucky Society 
DAR Spring meeting

 Compatriot Patrick Wesolosky Showing
his musical talents

 Mike  King, Esther Drewry, Pat McMurchie
Patrick Wesolosky

 Getting our orders!!
 Color Guard Commander Scott

Giltner

 Compatriot Reed
Martin is ready for

action

 A Motley Crew!!

 Smile!!!

 Pictures By Marika Wesolosky &
John Doss



 Indiana 250th Bench Dedication 

 photos by Chris Canine



 2024 Pegasus Parade

 Photos by Marika Wesolosky



 Oldham County History Center
School Day   

 Compatriot Rod Smothers 
showing how to make flax

 Compatriot Martin showing the 
children militia camp items

 Militia camp setup

 Compatriot Scott Giltner showing off his
music skills!!


