
 But let us  reflect and tell our young ones about why we celebrate 
the 4th of July or more importantly, Independence Day. 
Tell them the story of our forefathers writing the Declaration
of Independence and that how brave they were in doing so. That
they were pretty much signing their own death warrants. 
Let them know how our brave ancestors dared to take on 
the mightiest military in the world at that time and won 
our freedom from King George. Let them know about the 
midnight ride of Paul Revere and the “Shot heard 
around the world” at Lexington And Concord. 
In a day and age where it is not “cool” to be Patriotic, 
Tell our children and grandchildren that we come 
from brave men and women that put their lives on the
line for a dream of a free nation. Our ancestors fought,
died, starved, braved extreme cold at Valley Forge
with no shoes or coats. They stood face to face with
their enemies in the sweltering heat. Many died of 
sickness others went home never to be the same.
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 Presidents Message:

 Compatriots,
It’s that time of year again when we get together
with family and friends and brave the heat to cook
hamburgers and hot dogs on the grill and even have
some delicious apple pie and not to mention, when   
it gets dark, light fireworks!!                                          

 So, my message is this, to never forget where we came from       
and who we are. We are Americans, and that is pretty “cool”!! 

 John Doss



Coming Events:

 July

 2024

 4th -  Independence Day Ceremony & Parade
 Location: Owl Creek Lodge. 10607 Hobbs Station Road, Middletown, KY

Time: 10:00am - noon (muster at 9:15am)

 Independence Day Presentations and Parade 4th-
 Location: Cowley Park, 8028 Westover Drive, Prospect, KY
Time: 3:00 to 6:00pm  (Presentation Booth)
6:00 to 7:00pm (parade)
7:00 to 9:00pm (presentation Booth)

 10th-16th  -  NSSAR 134th Annual Congress
 Location: Marriott, Penn Square, 25 S. Queen St., Lancaster,  PA
Time: (see Schedule)

 18th - GISSAR Chapter Meeting
 Location: Middletown United Methodist Church, 11902 Old Shelbyville Rd. 
Louisville, KY
Time: 7:00pm
(Pre Meeting meal at Hometown Pizza, 11804 Shelbyville Rd. Middletown)

 20th - Oldham County Day Encampment
 Location: Oldham County History Center, 106 N. Second Ave. Lagrange, KY
Time: 10:00am - 2:00pm (muster (9:00am)

 27th - Fort Laurens Memorial Service
 Location: Fort Laurens, 11067 Ft. Laurens Rd. NW, Bolivar, OH
Time: 10:30am  (muster 10:00am)

 August
15th - GISSAR Chapter Meeting
 Location: Middletown United Methodist Church. 11902 Old Shelbyville Rd.
Middletown, KY
Time: 7:00pm



Coming Events 
Continued

 16th - Reception - Battle of Blue Licks Memorial Service 
 Location: Arlington Room, Blue Licks Battlefield State Park,
10299 Maysville Rd., Carlisle, KY  
Time: 5:30pm - 8:00pm

 17th  -  18th Annual Battle of Blue licks Memorial Ceremony
 Location: Blue Licks Battlefield State Park, 10299Maysville Rd.,

Maysville, KY
Time: 10:00am  ( color guard Muster at 8:45am)

 18th - Patriot Grave Marking
 Location: Bethel Presbyterian Church Cem,
4620Bethel Rd. Lexington, KY
Time: 9:30am (muster at 8:30am)

 24th - Wayne Veterans Monument Dedication
 Location: Corner of Clinton and Fort Streets , Defiance, OH
Time: 9:00am (color guard muster at 8:00am)



 Music In The American Revolution
(The Girl I Left Behind)

 By: Scott Giltner

 Many Of the songs from the 18th century are shrouded within contradictory folklore 
regarding the song’s origins and composers. the “Girl I left Behind Me” is no exception.
Some sources state the tune was popular as far back as Queen Elizabeth’s (Elizabeth I) 
reign. another story is that the tune originated in 1758 when  Admirals Hawke and 
Rodney were watching the French fleet off the coast at Brighton.    Additionally
Theodore Ralph wrote that the tune was known in America as early as 1650 and 
indicated it was a traditional fife tune, imported from England as Brighton Camp.
Still others claim it is an old Irish tune, not English. Even the first extent printing,

of the song is in dispute, although most historians and musicologists at least agree
that the most likely date of printing is in the 1790s. Despite the disagreement on the
date  of printing, almost all agree that the song is much older than the 1790s printing and
predates the American Revolution. William Chappell referenced a manuscript of the 
song in the possession of Edward Rimbault who himself claimed the manuscript dates
from the 1770s.  Just to confuse the matter even more, no additional references to
this manuscript have been made. Lastly, the song is known by several different 
names The Girl I Left Behind Me, Girl I left Behind, Brighton Camp, and 
Brighton Boys, but again various musicologists will state  these names belong
to significantly different tunes.  
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 William Chappell dated the song as originating in 1758 based on the fifth line of the
second stanza which states “But now I’m Bound to Brighton camp”. During
the period of 1758- 1759 a series of military encampments were established along
the coast of England around Brighton. The camps were built in anticipation of
a French invasion during the Seven Years War  (aka French and Indian War). This
would coincide with the time and place in which Admirals Hawke and Rodney
were at Brighton.
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 Regardless of its origin, the tune became popular during the American Revolution. During
this period the lyrics underwent several modifications to fit various situations and
contexts as did numerous other songs of the period. One factor adding to its popularity is
that the tune can be played with a variety of instruments and is easily adapted to various
musical styles and interpretations. 

 The lyrics of The Girl I Lift Behind Me during the American Revolution tell of a man who
leaves his beloved behind as he sets off on a journey, possibly related to military service. The
song is often associated with soldiers and sailors, who would sing it as they left their homes
and loved ones to go to war or embark on a voyage. However, the song’s themes of love. loss,
and longing provide a sentimental connection for anyone who has had to leave a beloved one.

 One of the earliest versions of the song can be found in Ireland, where it was known as
“Brighton Camp”. It was also popular in England, where it was known as “ Brighton Camp”,
“Brighton Boys,” or “ The Girl I Left Behind Me”. The tune has a lively and upbeat melody,
appropriate for a marching song. Although the song is typically played in a quick upbeat
manner, it can also be played at a slower tempo. When played slowly, the mood of the song
changes from an uplifting march to somber, almost mournful. This variation in mood is one
aspect of The Girl I Left Behind Me which makes it unique for its period.

 Over the Years, The Girl I Left Behind Me has been recorded and performed by
numerous artists, including country singers, folk singers, and even rock bands.
Each rendition adds a unique touch to the song, while still keeping its original
charm intact. The Lyrics provided below are believed to be those most commonly
used during the American Revolution.
 



 I’m lonesome since I crossed the hill,
and o’er the mountain sedgy

Such heavy thoughts my heart do fill,
Since parting with my Betsey
I seek for one as fair and gay,
But find none to remind me

How sweet the hours I passed away,
With the girl I left behind me.

 The Girl I Left Behind Me

 O ne’er shall I forget the night,
the stars were bright above me

and gently lent their silv’ry light
when first she vowed to love me

But now i’m bound to Brighton camp
kind heaven then pray guide me
And send me safety back again,
to the girl I left behind me.



 1. Linscott, Eloise Hobbard, Folk Songs of Old New England, Dover Publications, New York 1993 (First published 
in1939).

2. Ralph, Theodore, American Song treasury, Dover 1964
3. Chappell, Edward, popular Music 0f the Olden Times; A collection of Ancient Songs, Ballads, and Dance Tunes,

Illustrative of the National Music of ENgland, Volume II, Cramer, Beale, and Chappell, London, pg. 708

 The bee shall honey taste no more,
the dove become a ranger

The Falling waters cease to roar,
ere I shall seek to change her

The vows we made to heav’n above
shall ever cheer and bind me
In constancy to her I love,
the girl I left behind me.

 Her golden hair in ringlets fair,
her eyes like diamonds shining

Her slender waist, her heavenly face,
that leaves my heart still pining
Ye gods above oh hear my prayer
to my beauteous fair to find me

And send me safely back,
to the girl I left behind me.



18th Century Militia/Minutemen
 By:  John Doss

 Most everyone growing up  in America learned about the Minutemen and the Battle           
of Lexington and Concord, not to forget that famous ride of Paul Revere, calling              
them to arms. But what most of us don’t know, is where the Minutemen came from.               

 The first militia in America was formed on December 13th 1636 (also the birthday  of
the National Guard in Massachusetts).                                                                                       

 Militias protected their towns and Colonies (later States) from native uprisings
and other trouble that might arise.                                                                                       

 Militiamen were required to have their own supplies such as rifles/muskets, 
black powder,  lead balls,  and anything else that you might need when you 
are on duty.                                                                                                                              

 Militias in each town were expected to have at least 60 men (one Company)
commanded by a Captain.                                                                                                   

 They were typically required to annual training. Company - level Training was
required by law to train six days each year; 2 days in April, one day each in May

and June, and two days in October.  Regimental Training days called “musters”
were held once every few years.                                                                                              

 Those that failed to appear were fined. If they could not pay they may be 
subjected to physical punishment!                                                                             

 The Minutemen were a hand-picked elite group that could assemble  in a hurry.                     
this is where the name Minuteman comes from. They had to be ready in a                                      
minutes notice.                                                                                                                                                       
They were selected from the militia muster rolls by their Commanding Officers.                   
They were typically 25 years of age or younger. Minutemen were chosen for                               
their physical strength, enthusiasm, and reliability.  So,  what is a militia you ask?                  

 Throughout the Revolutionary War, Militias were widely used. They played    
an important roll for General Washington.  In areas such as New Jersey and      
South Carolina, they served as strike force units against the British supply     
lines and attacked Loyalist groups. They Also provided the continental armies
with much needed manpower.                                                                                                     



 Liberty Tree Blankets
 Governor Isaac Shelby Chapter

250th Commemorative
Revolutionary War Blanket

Raffle
 100% Woolen Blanket 5.1lb Limited First

Edition 62" wide by 88" Long
 Each blanket has its own serial number

 Exact replica of one that resides in the Museum of the
Fur Traders Collection in Chadron, Nebraska

 a Great Gift for the Frontiersman or Frontierswoman in you!!!

 $5.00 a chance 

 Each Blanket sells for $250.00

 Proceeds go to the Governor Isaac Shelby Chapter
Youth Awards Program

 Contact John Doss for more information
jaydoss410@gmail.com

 The Raffle will be held December 7th 2024
you don’t have to be present to win

 If you wish to purchase one of these lovely
Blankets out right, contact:

Steven Caudill of Kentucky LLC.
859-808-1274



 
The Gov. Isaac Shelby Chapter

Kentucky Society
Sons of the American Revolution

invites you to attend the Memorial Service for the 

 
Saturday, 17 August, 2024 @ 10 a.m. EDT

Blue Licks Battlefield State Park
10299 Maysville Road, Carlisle, KY 

(Color Guard muster at 8:45 a.m.) 

242  Anniversary of the Battle of Blue Licks nd

 
Contact Scott Giltner – stgilt@earthlink.net to register. 

 
Join us in this National Color Guard event
by presenting a wreath, carrying your state
flag or participating in the flintlock gun
salute. 

Battle of Blue Licks
Memorial Ceremony 



 Shelbyville Heroes 4 Humanity
 &

Countdown to USA 250!
Kickoff event

 Members of the  Governor Isaac Shelby Chapter
participated in the Shelbyville Heroes 4 Humanity

parade and the Countdown to the 250th Anniversary
of our Nations Independence. 



 Kentucky History Day
Frankfort KY



 Dutch Cousins
Old Mud Meeting House



 Blackacre Farm
Fife & Drum Mini Parade

 GIS Compatriots, Jon Canine, Chris Canine,
Tim Pifer, Scott Giltner & John Doss 

Lead the Way!!


